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FIGURE 13.18 Types of placental abruption. (A) Partial with concealed hemorrhage. (B) Partial
with apparent hemorrhage. (C) Complete with concealed hemorrhage.
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Women often present with the following:
Painful vaginal bleeding

Bleeding may not be visible

Abdominal or back pain and uterine tenderness
Fetal distress

Abnormal uterine contractions ( hypertonic, high
frequency)

Idiopathic premature labor
Fetal death

DIC may result from the release of thromboplastin into the
maternal circulation with placental separation






Complications

- v w SRR

DIC

Postpartum hemorrhage
Renal failure

Sheehan syndrome
Maternal mortality(1%)
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COMPLETE

MARGINAL

LOW-LYING



Sudden, painless, and profuse vaginal bleeding in
pregnancy during the second/third trimester
(usually after 28 weeks)

Thought to occur from placental detachment
due to thinning of lower uterine segment in
preparation for labor and/or during labor

Often bright red blood
First bleed

Usually not significant to cause homodynamic
instability or threaten fetus

Rarely maternal death



Vital signs

Assess fundal height

Fetal lie

Estimated fetal weight (Leopold)
Presence of fetal heart tones
Gentle speculum exam

NO digital vaginal exam unless placental
location known
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Laboratory — Placenta Previ
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Hematocrit or complete blood
count

Blood type and Rh
Coagulation tests
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Placenta accreta

No prior uterine surgery + previa = 4%
Previous c-section + previa = 10-35%
Multiple c-sections + previa = 60-65%

2/3 with previa/accreta will require cesarean
hysterectomy

Placenta increta
Placenta percreta
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Bleeding occurs with membrane rupture

Blood loss is fetal

56% mortality when undetected
before onset of labor

3% mortality when detected
prenatally
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CBC, Hb, Het, il plail v

BG Rh, platelet count,
BUN, Cross match, PT,
PTT, Crea, Na, K,
yg—e > 9 Fibrinogen

0Lsj 25 FDP* plil s

DIC ¢

AN /

*FDP: Fibrin Degradation Product
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